
Professional Development in Climate Change Adaptation at the 
University of the Sunshine Coast (USC): ‘Learning by doing’.
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• Genesis of the Professional Development Program (PDP)

• Overview of the structure of the articulated PDP’s

• Climatic and Environmental Change Activities at USC

• Salient features of the programs• Salient features of the programs

• ‘Climate proofing’ demonstration projects

• Where we got to at USC since 2009

• Things to build upon

• Summing up
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• Where was the capacity building? - Lessons from the climate change 
adaptation activities in Australia in the late 1980’s and the 1990’s: 
development project applications; the National Coastal Vulnerability 
Program; and developing the National Coastal Policy 

• Where did the expertise go? - International Global Change Institute 
(IGCI) delivering climate change training to Pacific Island Countries 
in the late 1990’s for the Pacific Island Climate Change Adaptation:in the late 1990’s for the Pacific Island Climate Change Adaptation:

• What type of PDP’s do practitioners want? - Identifying an emerging 
need for new professional  qualifications to address national and 
international policy initiatives in Climate Change Adaptation, 
Integrated Coastal Zone Management and Environmental Change 
Management (2003-2005) –
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Courses for the PDP’s are:
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• Reviewing climate change adaptation implications for: 
– Woody vegetation groups in biodiversity corridors
– Identifying and mapping ecosystem services
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Strategic partnerships with other universities, professional bodies, 
research centers, community based groups and commercial research centers, community based groups and commercial 
entities, for example through  MoU’s with:

• University of Papua New Guinea, University of Waikato, 
University of the South Pacific, University of the West Indies

• Environment Institute of Australia and New Zealand  
• Australian Homeland Security Research Centre
• Conservation Volunteers Australia
• Climate Risk Pty Ltd and CLIMsystems Ltd New Zealand  

�������	��

• USC has been proactive and innovative and demonstrated that 
PDP’s can be developed and delivered to meet emerging needs of 
new practitioners in the field of climate change adaptation

• Proof of concept has been delivered course commenced in February 
2007 and the first graduates received their testamurs in April 20092007 and the first graduates received their testamurs in April 2009

• ‘Learning by doing’ is reinforced through the mixture of practical 
project courses, thesis and working on the SEQ Climate Proofing 
Demonstration project 

• We are looking for partners to further this key area of professional 
development 
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